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2014 Brighter Futures Initiative Programs  
 

Agency:  Diverse & Resilient  

Program:  LGBT Youth Project  

Area:  Milwaukee County  

 

Description: Diverse and Resilient provides supports to gay straight alliances (GSAs) in high 

schools in these counties through site visits and phone consultations with teacher/counselor 

advisors, a statewide conference, and adult advocate training. Further, community-based 

programs for teens in these counties are supported through bi-weekly messaging to youth 

health promoters via social media, brief interventions at pride events, and semi-annual 

trainings for youth development specialists. The overall aim of the program is for the 

targeted teens to thrive, living healthy, satisfying lives in safe, supportive communities. 

 

Contact: Gary Hollander, (414) 390-0444, ghollander@diverseandresilient.org 

Website:  http://www.diverseandresilient.org/  

 

 

Agency:  Douglas County Human Services  

Programs:   Human Development Center     

Northwest Passage Family Outreach Program      

Area:   Douglas County  

 

Description:  The Douglas County  Brighter Futures Initiative (DCBFI) is a prevention 

program for youth in 3rd – 5th grades who are beginning to experience difficulties in the areas 

of family functioning, community integration &/or academic functioning.  The primary focus 

is to work closely with the three Douglas County school districts, ensuring collaborative 

efforts to identify students and families with high risk factors or minimal protective factors, 

and to intervene early, building individual and family strengths through weekly contact 

with youth, families and school staff.   

 

School-based, community-based and home-based indicated prevention interventions are 

provided to reduce risk factors and increase protective factors through positive youth 
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development and family strength building, based upon family-driven goals.  Additionally, 

the DCBFI provides universal direct prevention services through parent education and staff 

development for youth serving professionals on effective family communication and positive 

discipline techniques, and training on child abuse prevention and response.   

 

Finally, DCBFI staff provides universal indirect prevention services through collaborative 

community outreach events and through involvement in the Family Services Advisory Board 

and the Douglas County Council on Child Protection, to continue community-wide 

collaborative efforts to impact all of Douglas County through the provision of a spectrum of 

services.  

 

Contact: Amanda Sundmark, (715) 395-1482, 

amanda.sundmark@douglascountywi.org   

Website:   www.douglascountywi.org 

 

Agency:  Forest County Human Services  

Programs:   Intensive Supervision Program  

   Parent Partners Program  

   Youth Conferences  

Area:   Forest County   

 

Description: Forest County’s Intensive Supervision Program targets youth at high risk of out 

of home placement.  Supervision services are provided for up to 10 youth.  Clients are visited 

each week day (telephone contact on weekends, families visited on a weekly basis).  

Intensive Supervision worker monitors school, home, AODA and Mental Health Services. 

The Parent Partners program provides services to child welfare cases that do not meet the 

statutory criteria for a Child Abuse and Neglect referral.  Parent Partner meets with clients to 

evaluate and offer services based on need of the client.   

 

The Brighter Futures Conference is attended by all 11th grade students from Forest County 

schools and presenters provide information on most current issues promoting healthy 

lifestyles.  The Making Healthy Choices Conference is attended by all 8th grade students from 

Forest County schools and sessions include information on AODA, Delinquency, Sexuality, 

Bullying and self-defense. 

 

Contact: Chuck Sekel, (715)478-3351, csekel@forestcountydss.com  

Website: http://www.co.forest.wi.gov/index.asp?locid=145 
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Agency:  Iron County Human Services  

Programs:   All Stars     

Iron County Keeping Kids Alive/Child Death Review Team  

   Last Blast – Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Program  

   Ten Signs of Relationship Abuse  

   Youth Mentoring Program 

Area:   Iron County  

 

Description: Through the various coalitions to which it belongs, and the All Stars and Youth 

Mentoring Program that are its hallmarks, as well as through its extensive partnership with 

the local schools and other social service providers, the ICBFI identifies, develops and 

maintains programs aimed at preventing/reducing juvenile AODA, non-marital pregnancy, 

child abuse and neglect, juvenile violence and other delinquencies, and the incidence of high 

school drop-out. 

 

BFI projects serve children, youth and families identified as (at-risk) by parents, schools, 

social workers and other social service providers. The strategies employed in any particular 

case are structured to meet the individuals’ needs. Outcome goals are tailored to the 

individual participant and may be changed as needed to be successful in light of the 

available resources and the participants’ progress. 

 

BFI strives to achieve these outcome goals through prevention projects and early 

intervention efforts constructed as evidence-based initiatives designed to give the target 

clients the awareness, knowledge, and personal tools necessary for self-sufficiency. 

 

Contact: Pam Snyder, (715) 561-3636 ext. 2143, snyderp@ironcountywi.org  

Website:  www.co.iron.wi.gov  

 

Agency:  Kenosha County Human Services  

Programs:   Concerned Citizens Coalition on Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse 

   Elementary School Truancy Reduction Program 

   Family Support Program  

   Greater Kenosha Alcohol Tobacco & Other Drugs Awareness Committee 

   Middle/High School Liaison Program  

   Parent Talk Lunch   

   Teen Parent Program  

   Women’s Circle 

Area:   Kenosha County  
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The mission of the Kenosha County Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS) is to 

promote the safety and well-being of the child, family, and community by providing services 

to youth and families that are delivered in a respectful, culturally competent manner and are 

intended to maximize strengths and empower individuals.   

 

Through the Brighter Futures Initiative (BFI), Kenosha County identifies, develops and 

supports projects that utilize Risk and Protective Factors, Developmental Assets, and 

Positive Youth Development approaches with the goal of reducing child abuse and neglect; 

preventing and reducing youth delinquent behavior, alcohol and other drug use, non-marital 

pregnancy; and improving adolescent self-sufficiency.  

 

BFI projects serve both youth and families, utilizing a variety of strategies to meet identified 

program outcomes. By evaluating and adapting projects based on performance measures and 

outcomes, programs are able to make changes in order to meet local community and 

participant needs. BFI projects emphasize the use of evidence-based programs and best 

practice. 

 

Contact:   Nancy Morey, (262) 697-4584, nancy.morey@kenoshacounty.org 

Website:   http://co.kenosha.wi.us/index.aspx?NID=241  

 

 

Agency:  La Causa Crisis Nursery and Respite Center  

Program:   La Causa Crisis Nursery and Respite Center   

Area:   Milwaukee County  

 

Description:  The mission of La Causa, Inc. is to provide children, youth and families with 

quality, comprehensive services to nurture healthy family life and stable communities.  The 

services offered through the Crisis Nursery and Respite Center (CNRC) are just one vital part 

of this mission and addresses the needs of families during times of emergency and crisis.   

The CNRC opened its doors to Milwaukee County residents in 1990 as a model for parents 

with children ages birth to 12 years to reduce incidents of abuse and neglect, as well as to 

stabilize families in crisis.  

 

Twenty-two years later, the Crisis Nursery and Respite Center continues to provide crisis 

care in a shelter-licensed, center-based approach with a home-style setting.   Parents may 

have their children stay at the CNRC for up to 72 hours, allowing the parent to attend vital 

meetings, appointments (such as W-2 ), group sessions, access needed resources, re-establish 

support networks with family members and friends, or simply rest, reducing high and, at 

times, dangerous stress levels.  It is often during these times of high stress that children are 
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not well cared for and that resources for the family are at their tightest.  The CNRC provides 

meals and snacks to children during their stay and often to their parents to help alleviate the 

issue of hunger as a stressor.  Striving to strengthen and keep families together, staff 

members work with each family to help them through the immediate crisis, assess the 

family’s needs and make referrals to other programs and resources as needed.   

 

Contact:  Karl Schoendorf, (414) 647-5990, karls@lacausa.org   

Website:   http://www.lacausa.org/our-programs/crisis-nursery  

 

Agency:                     Menominee Tribe - Maehnowesekiyah Wellness Center 

Program:                   Menominee Brighter Futures Initiative  

Area:                          Menominee County/Reservation 

 

Description: Located on the Menominee reservation, the Maehnowesekiyah Wellness Center 

seeks to address the community need for effective substance abuse treatment and prevention 

services.  Local youth have demonstrated for too long a history of substance abuse problems 

and related issues in the community.  Funding through the Brighter Futures Initiative 

supports programs that provide school-based and community based substance abuse 

prevention initiatives.  We seek to prevent and reduce the incidence of youth alcohol and 

other drug abuse. 

 

Maintaining a good collaborative relationship with the local schools have allowed us to 

facilitate evidence-based alcohol and drug prevention programs for all primary and middle 

school age students year after year.  Through this approach, we are able to build on and 

support what students have learned the previous year.  With our culturally-based 

community prevention initiatives, we make use of our Menominee cultural practices to build 

protective factors for our community youth and their families.  Promoting health and 

wellness for youth and families is our goal. 

 

Contact:                     Mark Fuller, (715) 799-3835, mfuller@mitw.org  

Website:                    http://menominee-nsn.gov/   

 

Agency:           Milwaukee County (Community Advocates)  

Programs:        Behavior Clinic Program  

CAS – Carrera Abstinence Education Program  

Child Abuse and Prevention from Prenatal to Adolescence 

Empowering Youth – Creating Change  

Holton Youth and Family Center  

Mentoring and Project REACH  
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PEACE Program  

Project Q  

PHAT (Promoting Health Among Teens)  

RELATE (Relationship Education Leading Adolescents Toward 

Empowerment)  

Smart Choices  

Teen Pregnancy Prevention  

Youth ATODA Program  

Youth Transitioning to Adulthood Scholars  
    

Area:                Milwaukee County  

 

Description: Community Advocates’ Milwaukee Brighter Future Initiative (MBFI) works 

with several different networks of organizations and individuals who are devoted to creating 

effective prevention strategies to reduce the incidence of child abuse and neglect, youth 

violence, teen pregnancy, teen alcohol and drug abuse, and educational and vocational 

unpreparedness among Milwaukee’s youth.   

 

MBFI’s funded community agencies carry out evidence-based curriculum through different 

projects and programs, which aim to further strengthen Milwaukee’s most vulnerable 

communities. Through the agency’s most recently established partnership with the Center 

for Self-Sufficiency, MBFI programs can be effectively and efficiently measured and 

evaluated to ensure that BFI’s objectives of developing Milwaukee’s youth and families are 

being met while the target population is accurately being provided the services it needs 

most. 

 

Key to administering these innovative ideas and strategies are the quarterly meetings of 

community stakeholders hosted by Community Advocates and MBFI’s Advisory Council 

composed of recruited CEO-level stakeholders experienced in and dedicated to prevention.  

These two mechanisms serve as a means to create a community forum where different 

partners, organization and people can continue to contribute to identifying best practices and 

prevention strategies to realize MBFI’s objective of improving youth and families lives and 

Milwaukee’s communities as a whole.  In addition to that, the Milwaukee Brighter Futures 

Initiative focuses on particular initiatives related to the prevention benchmarks. For instance, 

particular attention will be paid to youth and gun violence in 2014. 

  

Contact:                     Kari Lerch, (414) 270-2950, klerch@communityadvocates.net  

Website:                    http://communityadvocates.net/future/    
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Agency:   Racine County  

Programs:   Family Connections Program  

Family Smart/Kid Friendly Program  

Parents Educating Parents (PEPS)  

Area:   Racine County  

 

Description: Racine County’s BFI programs strives to empower, support and preserve  

families.  Family Smart/Kid Friendly - empowers families to support, raise and 

nurture school-ready children, using the evidence-based curriculum, Parents as Teachers  

(PAT) and is a PAT site.  Family Connections - prevents further delinquency and family conflict 

that could lead to out-of-home placement and preserves families through in-home and community- 

based services.  Partners Educating Parents - provides education, support and advocacy for pregnant  

and parenting teens enrolled in the Racine Unified School District (RUSD). 

 

Contact:  Kerry Millkie, (262) 638-6511, kerry.millkie@goracine.org  

Website:   http://racineco.com/  

 

Agency:   Rock County  

Programs:   Child Abuse and Neglect Community Prevention Capacity Building  

Exchange Family Resource Center 

Substance Abuse Prevention: OWI Reduction & Good Drugs Gone Bad 

Positive Parent Program  

Teen Parent Connections / Transitional Living  

Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Community Capacity Building 

Area:    Rock County  

 

Description: Through the RCHSD Prevention Coordinating Committee (PCC), the Brighter 

Futures Initiative (BFI) Rock County identifies, develops and supports programs with the 

goal of reducing negative outcomes for children, youth, and families.  Funded projects are 

implemented utilizing Risk and Protective Factors, Developmental Assets, and Positive 

Youth Development approaches. 

 

BFI projects serve at-risk populations and utilize a variety of strategies to meet their identified 

outcomes. Where difficulties are encountered, the BFI process of evaluating and adapting 

based on outcomes allows projects to make changes consistent with local community and 

program participant needs. BFI projects emphasize the use of evidence-based programs and 

best practice. 

 

The overarching priority for BFI projects and community efforts is to provide support for 

youth and families currently involved and/or at risk for involvement in the juvenile justice 
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and/or child welfare system. This is addressed through funding prevention and early 

intervention projects that impact this population using evidence-based strategies that impact 

knowledge, skills, and behavior.  
 

Contact:  Gretchen Dypold, (608)757-5285, Dypold@co.rock.wi.us  

Website:  http://www.co.rock.wi.us/human-services-home 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Agency:   Walworth County   

Program:  First Time Offenders Program  

Reunification Program   

Area:   Walworth County  

 

Description:  Walworth County's First Time Juvenile Offender's Program targets youth at 

risk for prosecution after a first instance of criminal behavior, but also accepts youth and 

their parents who request services on a voluntary basis. This helps youth avoid juvenile 

court referrals and formal court involvement through supportive services to both the 

individual and family. All program features are linked to increasing protective capacities, 

decreasing anti-social behaviors, and preparing youth and their parents to move forward 

independently to address future goals and behaviors which limit those goals.  

 

The Reunification program provides positive parenting skills training to parents of children 

who have been and those at risk of out of home placement due to maladaptive parenting 

practices. The goal of the program is to enhance parent-child relationships by altering non-

productive or harmful behaviors of parents. This service allows families separated by out of 

home placement to move towards reunification by practicing parenting skills in a monitored, 

safe situation. Group parent education is provided by DHHS staff. The program utilizes the 

EBP of Active Parenting Inc.  
   

Contact: Etty Wilberding, (262) 741-3213, ewilberd@co.walworth.wi.us     

Website:   http://www.co.walworth.wi.us  

 

Agency:  Winnebago County  

Programs:  Active Parenting Program  

Bridges Mentoring  

Family Training Program  

   Nurturing Program  

   Option! Program  

   Parent Aide Program  

   Parent as Teachers Program  
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QPR Gatekeeper Training for Suicide Prevention  

Site-Based Mentoring Program  

Area:   Winnebago County   

 

Description:  Winnebago County uses BFI funds to augment existing programs in 

Winnebago County.  Parenting and family training programs are offered throughout the 

county from a variety of referral points to families in home and site-based.  The 

Mentoring/Tutoring programs are offered in community settings as well as during lunchtime 

and afterschool.  We also offer a diversion from court for first time underage drinkers with 

our SABG funds.  This is county wide with all courts and law enforcement agencies utilizing 

the program. 

 

Contact: Dan Hinton, Prevention Services Coordinator (920) 236-4820, 
dhinton@co.winnebago.wi.us 

Website:   http://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/human-services 
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